
Lexis Search 
 
Issue: whether mandatory authority speaks to the issue of whether a debtor who does not qualify 
for a Chapter 13 discharge, having received a Chapter 7 discharge within four years of the 
Chapter 13 petition (i.e. a “Chapter 20” debtor), is entitled to strip the lien of an undersecured 
mortgage creditor. 
 
www.lexis.com  
 
Note the Bankruptcy Tab that can be added to your main page.  To do so, click on Add/Edit 
Subtabs link on main bar and customize to your preference. 
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Began search under the US Supreme Court, USAPP, DIST, and Bankruptcy Court Cases.  Note 
option to include Collier in search. 

 

This resulted in 36 hits.  I then wanted to see if there were any U.S. Supreme Court, 7th Circuit 
cases, or Eastern District cases on this issue.  I looked for a narrow-by-court function similar to 
the one on Westlaw, and did not find one.  So, I live chatted with my friendly Lexis rep. 

 



 

 

CatharineK advised me that the best way to restrict the results is to run the following FOCUS 
search: court(supreme or seventh circuit or wis!) 



 

 

This resulted in one hit – 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



I then used the Shepard’s function, which listed the case as being “criticized” one time, 
“distinguished” one time, and “followed” six times. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Use “History” to access your search history. 
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